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SPECIAL N OTE FOR GENERAL MEETING, APRTL 11,1 983 

Please note that a resolution will be presented to the 
Membership at this meeting to amend the Fee Schedule of bho 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club, effective September 1,1989 
Please try to attend. ? 3 


* * * * * * * * * **********>}: 
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1983 SPRING WATCH 

by Ron Hepworth 

Following a snowless winter which will surely go down in the records as perhaps 
the 3rd or 4th warmest in the past 100 years, an early spring was not to be 
unexpected. And so it is. 

Since Feb. 13, maximum temperatures have generally been above freezing stimu¬ 
lating the swelling of buds, thawing of soil and the early return of many 
migrants. Frost was pretty well out of the ground by Mar. 5 and the first 
chorus frogs were heard as early as Mar. 7 in Mississauga. 

Through mid-March, the advance of spring has continued to be about 2 weeks 
early with no let up in sight. At this pace, the first hcpatien. could woii to 
in bloom before the end of March and forsythia in the first week of April. 

Some early spring records observed to date ^March 17) are listed below; 

Beaked Hazelnut - female flower's beginning to open - Mar. 14 
Coltsfoot - beginning to open - Mar, 14 
flowersfully open Mar. 16 
Silver Maple - first flowers - Mar. 15 
Garter Snake - first seen sunning - Mar. 17 

These are just the beginnings. Better things are ahead. 
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FIELD EVENTS - APRIL & MAY & JUNE 1983 

M ARCH 1 to MAY 31 GRIMSDY HAWK W ATCH 

Come and see the hawks at Beamer Point Conservation Area in Grimsby between 
March 1 and May 31. All members welcome. Always someone on hand to help you 
out with hawk identification. 

UM PAX? APR lk l O - 8:30 A.M . WORKSHOP AT SHORT HILLS 

Clean-up at Short Hills, please bring tools for the purpose. "Meet at Hwy. 

#0 and Hwy. #20 in Hamilton at East Gate Square. Bring a lunch. 

Contact Marion Shivas, 628-6846 

A PR- i; L X 3 - 9:00 A.M . C ANBORO AREA 

18 is a half day outing to the Niagara Conservation Authority Agreement 
forest near Canboro. Meet at Norm Ralston's place - 39 Sunninghill Ave., 
corner of 43rd St.,(near Gage and Concession) in Hamilton. 

Leader: Norman Ralston Hamilton 383-1397 

SUNMJ MAY 1, 1983 - 9;00 A.M. SIXTEEN MILE CREEK 

Lxplore the Sixteen Mile Creek Area near Hwy. #5 with Dave. Bring a 
lunch and meet at the Conservation Area of Sixteen Mile Creek and Hwy.#5. 
Leader: Dave Bradley Hamilton 522-2936 

^SUNDAY, MAY 8._ 1983 - 9;00 A.M. ( Note -date changed to Sunday May8th)SHORT HILLS 

Explore our ora Sanctuary near North Pelham in Spring, Meet at Bartlett 
Road exit off east bound Q.E.W.(east Grimsby). Bring a lunch. 

Leader; George Meyers Grimsby 1-945-4217 

SATURDAY, M^Y 14, 1983 - 9;00 A.M . GLEN MORRIS AREA 

This is an outing to explore the bladdernut bush, Glen Morris area near 
Paris. Meet at Brantford Plaza next to Brewer's Retail, north of Brantford 
on Hwy.#24 at 9:00 A.M. OR we will form a car pool at Dundurn Castle 
Parking lot to leave at 8;00 A.M, Bring a lunch-Contact Ed Ellis, 

Burlington 639-2091 Leader: Ed Medhmrst Brantford 1-519-752-7263 

S UNDAY, MAY 15, 1983 at 8;30 A.M . BEGINNER'S BIRD HIKE 

This is our spring beginner bird hike with John to Christie Outdoor Education 
Centre, Bird field guides and binoculars will be supplied for those who 
require them. This is a morning outing. We will meet at University Plaza 
in Dundas (next to Miracle Mart) 

Leader: John Heaslip Dundas 627-3280 

SATURDAY,, MAY 2 8, 1903-9:00 A.M . „ . _ NEW HIKE- MOUNT NEMO AREA 

ronn.Tao~Hi-»d^rra:nrsY Bring a lunch. Meet at R.B.G. Headquarters Parking 

Lot. Leader; Hazel Broker 527-0333 

SUNg4Y, JUNE 5, 19 83-9:30 A.M . GUEL PH UNIVERSITY NATURE CENTRE 

This will be an outing to Guelph University Arboretum Nature Centre and 
possibly a side trip in the Guelph Area. Meet at R.B.G. Headquarters 
at 8:00 A.M. to form a car pool. Bring a lunch. 

Contact Ed Ellis Burlington 639-2091 

Leader: Alan Watson Guelph 1-519-824-4120 

^SATURDAY, JUNE 11. 1983-8: 30 A.M. ( Note -date changed May 28)SPOOKY HOLLOW 

Join Jim Pringle as we explore our own sanctuary in Norfolk County. Bring 
a lunch. Many fern identifications. Meet at Mountain Plaza, Fennel and 
Upper James. Leader; Jim Pringle Hamilton 527-1158 

SATURpAY^ JipE 18, 1983-9:00 A.M. FIELD WORKSHOP ON GRASSES . SEDGES .RUSHE S 
Join Bill Crins on this field workshop on grasses,sedges and rushes to the 
Buffalo compound area near Milton. We will meet at the R.B.G. Headquarter's 
parking lot at 9;00 A.M. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Bill Crins Mississauga 1-276-7093 

A #SAT URDAY, JUNE 25,1983-9;00 A.M, NEW HIKE - MOUNT FOREST AREA 

Join Dave Bradley and Nancy Lyne as we explore the Lyne's farm area(forest 
and wetland) near Mount Forest. Meet at the R.B.G.Headquarter's in Burlington. 
Bring a lunch and rubber boots. Leader; Dave Bradley Hamilton 522-2936 
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MINUTES of GENERAL MEETING of MEMBERS of HAMILTON NATURALISTS 1 CLUB, MONDAY, 
MARCH 14, 1983, at ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS CENTRE, BURLINGTON, ONTARIO at 
_____ 8:00 P.M. 


Close to a capacity audience was in attendance at this Meeting directed by 
Norman Ralston, President. 

Members and Guests were greeted officially at the door by Mrs. Chloe Earle 
and Miss Phyllis Vair. 

Outstanding and interesting slides were shown in the foyer on the club's 
Group Show Screen prior to, and after, the programme session, compliments of 
Robin Edwards and David Patton, arranged by David Bruton. 

President Ralston made several pertinent announcements regarding items of 
interest to Club Members, viz.: (a) the approaching Dinner on Friday, March 18, 
honouring the Environmentalist-of-the-year - Alan Stacey; (b) an Ornithological 
Meeting at Peterborough; (c) an exhibition of water colours of interest to 
naturalists, by two residents of Waterdown, at the Royal Botanical Gardens, 
to which Members are invited to a preview on April 18, 1983; (d) the report 
from CONE (Coalition on the Niagara. Escarpment). Members are asked to write to 
Ivor McMullin, Niagara Escarpment Commission, 232 Guelph St., Georgetown, 
Ontario, LfG 4B1 and to the Honourable Lome Henderson, Provincial Secretary 
for Resource Development, Queen's Park, Toronto, Ontario, in protest of the 
recent report released, as the points set out can only destroy, not preserve, 
the Escarpment, and urging that stronger policies for its preservation be 
established before finalization; (e) an invitation from the Halton Field 
Naturalists to join them on their outing to the Leslie Street Spit in Toronto 
on March 27, 1983; (f) reminder to members to bring themselves (with or 
without tools) to the Workshop scheduled at the Club's Shoi’t Hills Nature 
Reserve near Fonthill, Ontario, on April 10, 1983, for Spring cleaning. 

David Copeland of our Club, 'Speaker for the evening, was introduced by 
William Crins , Programme Director. Dave's presentation covering Hawk 
Migrations ran the gamut of Birds of Prey from Eagle to Merlin. His 
explanations of pertinent sighting patterns were concise and to the point, and 
should assist non-experts in identification when viewing the exciting Spring 
and Fall flights in our area. Dave was assisted by the excellent slides of 
Barry Cherriere. It is so rewarding to have these Members of our Club share 
their "audio and video" talents with us.' 

James Dowall expressed our thanks in a sincere manner (so typical of Jim) 
and to which we all heartily subscribed. 

Appropriately, a Display in the foyer of Woodcarving by William Campbell 
(another revered and long-time Member of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club), 
provided visual delight. 

Margaret McKenzie presided at the Badge Table, supplying name tags to 
Members and Guests. This is a time-consuming and highly important task, and 
Margaret performs efficiently and heart-warming!y at this post. 

The Social Hour was, as usual, capably handled by the Social Director, 
Shirley Element, ably assisted by Edith Lawrence and Charles Zimmerman - truly 
the "icing on the cake" at our monthly indoor get-together. 


(concluded next page 


) 
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(continued from previous page.) 

Club General Meetings enable us to expand our friendships within the Club, 
n old maxim states: :Friendship is a reciprocal conciliation of interests, 
an exc ange of good offices; it is a species of.commerce out of which self- 
ove expects to gain something." We hope that everyone in attendance benefited 
irom being there and sharing his interests with fellow members. 

Marion S. Shivas, Acting Secretary 


UPDATE - WHY - HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB 

On several occasions recently, it has been brought to our attention that 
an up a e of what the Club has "done" over the past few years, would serve to 
acquain. e Members with the support we have given to our community and related 
bodies m keeping with the Objects of our Club. 

^ ! n l* 16 y Rars prior to incorporation ( 1959 ) and for several years thereafter, 
re ive , so to speak, from hand to mouth, carefully balancing our budget each 
season. Members and friends supported the Club to the best of their ability 

'r eS an< ^ P Rrsona l donations to a Sanctuary Fund established in the mid- 
1 X f S ' jp UI i n g the tenure of Mrs. Laurel North as President, a Bond in the 
amount of $1,100 was purchased to set up the Sanctuary Fund. 

By the time I was elected Sanctuary Director in May 1961 , the Sanctuary Fund 
had risen to $3,000 - all by public subscription. In late May, 1961 , I 
o amed the property known as M Spooky Hollow” and we became the first naturalist 
group in Canada to purchase a Club property. To do so, we paid down the $3,000 
. rom , e ° aac kuary Account and the seller of the property took back a mortgage 
lor $1,500 (total cost for the 95 acres - ,500). When' our accomplishment was 

announced in the September 1961 "Wood Duck", people responded beyond our wildest 
opes. The mortgage was discharged by October 1, 1961 and the Sanctuary Fund 
recharged to boot! Monies came in from people even in far-away places, who 
admired our leadership in land acquisition. 

In 1967 , the Fund had risen to $6,000, and the Executive pressed for a 
Centennial project the purchase of a further Club nature reserve. They chose 
the Hurlburt Woods near Fonthill, Ontario, as the object of my pursuit. I 
complied -we obtained the property. The Nature Conservancy of Canada responded 
to my application and granted us $2,000 - and Dr. Hurlburt, the seller, took 
back a mortgage for $2,0 f 00. Here again, the response from the public was very 
gratifying, as with the announcement of acquisition in the March 1968 "Wood Duck", 
the mortgage was paid off quickly. Total price for the property was 30-plus 
acres for $ 10 , 000 . 

I lecall that the Oshawa Outdoor Club donated $100, which we subsequently 
reciprocated by contributing a like amount to them in their still-ongoing battle 
to save the oecond Marsh in Oshawa. (As a matter of interest here, the question 
of the Second Marsh and adjoining Beeton Farm, is scheduled for an O.M.B. hearing 
in June and the Board has recorded a Motion of financial assistance to the 
Oshawa Club should they require it.) 

In 1970, we donated $100 to the Niagara Falls Nature Club towards purchase 
of the Harold Mitchell Nature Reserve near Long Beach on Lake Erie, now owned 
by the Federation of Ontario Naturalists. 

Up to 197^- (5, as I stated previously, we were entirely dependent upon the 


continued next page 
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UPDATE - WHY - HAMILTON NATURALISTS 1 CLUB (continued from previous page) - 

interest expressed by members and friends. Than, in 1974, in an unbelievable turn 
of events, and regrettably so, due to the passing of several of our Members, we 
received bequests from their Estates, continuing to the late seventies. This 
made it possible for us to be supportive of other agencies, and at the same time 
update equipment within the Club for the benefit of Members. 

When a bequest is made and the Will directs the money to the Sanctuary Fund, 
that is where it is placed, and the monies and interest therefrom cannot be used 
for other than purchase, or assistance in purchasing, maintenance of club- 
owned properties, taxes, etc. Legacies from the following estates were placed 
in the Sanctuary Fund as directed by the Wills: Messrs. Clarence Hand, Eric 
Bastien and Douglas Smith. 

Monies left in bequests from Estates which have not directed the money 
specifically to the Sanctuary Fund, are placed in a Reserve Account for general- 
purpose expenditure. Bequests from the following Estates were placed in the 
Reserve Account: Tom and Lena Merriott, Cornelia van Rijn, Dr. G. 0. MacMillen 
and Bessie Grader. 

With the untimely death of Dr. R. G. C. MacLaren, in January 1981, a special 
section of the Sanctuary Fund was designated in his memory. Over $2,000 was 
raised for this project, which terminated in the purchase of the Upland Woods at 
Crieff (adjoining the Wetland section). This was subsequently turned over to the 
Hamilton Region Conservation Authority because the Club could not obtain a clear 
title. In this Upland Woods (which Bert was so anxious that we acquire) is 
placed the boulder Memorial to him, enhanced by a beautiful bronze plaque donated 
by John J. Carey and bearing the words which he composed "in memoriam". 

Members of the Executive have served free and wholeheartedly, giving of 
hours of time, and at their own expense in support of club projects and planning. 
Not only the Executive but other volunteers in the Club, give of their time, and 
again at their own expense, to contribute to the enjoyment of members. 

Involvement seems to present a problem each year. As Robert Curry, Past 
President, wrote in the April 1979 Diamond Jubilee edition of the Wood Duck: 

"for a large club, we suffer from lack of participation and active support." It 
is difficult to understand why this is so. 

We believe our organization is sound. We have a good set of By-laws and 
Guidelines for administration but at times we are woefully short of manpower. It 
is a sad commentary but nonetheless true. 

Following are figures showing our donations for land purchase, conservation 
causes and programmes, etc., in the years 1975 to date. This will give you 
"ammunition" (as one new member put it) to reply to queries as to "our reason 
for being". 

1975 - Canadian Environmental Law Association $25; 1976 - $2,000 to The Nature 
Conservancy of Canada (repayment of 1968 grant to Club and designated to the 
Rattray Marsh Fund, Port Credit), Long Point Bird Observatory - $50, Rare Animal 
Relief Fund, National Audubon Society re Rain Forest in Costa Rica - $10, Royal 
Botanical Gardens' Building Expansion Fund - $500; 1977 - Hamilton Region Conser¬ 
vation Authority - $21,250 (h cost of purchase of Puslinch Wetlands , Crieff), 
Hamilton Region Conservation Authority - $7 5 750 towards purchase of Kennedy 
Property in Dundas Valley, Long Point Region Conservation Authority for purchase 
of 188 -acre Anderson Property abutting Spooky Hollow Sanctuary on the western 
boundary - $15,900; 1979 - Student Park Fund re land acquisition in Dundas 
Valley - $500; 1980 -.Hamilton Region Conservation Authority towards purchase of 

....... continued next page.. 
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U PDATE, - WHY - HAMILTON NATURALISTS 1 CLUB (continued from previous page) - 

Upland Woods for Bert MacLaren Memorial - $29,000, "Save the Valley Fund - $10; 
1981 - CONE (Coalition on the Niagara Escarpment) - $100, "Monroe Landon 
Memorial Scholarship Fund, Guelph University - $100, Student Park Fund - $ 100 ; 

—— ^ Knight Property (wetlands Flamborough - Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority and Halton Region Conservation Authority - $7,500, Bruce Trail 
Asoociation to assist in purchase of Cave Springs Property on Escarpment near 
eamsville - $2,500, Canadian Nature Federation, land preservation fund - $ 100 , 
The Federation of Ontario Naturalists fund re candidate Nature Parks and 
Reseives in Ontario - $150, Halton Region Conservation Authority for development 
of Crawford Lake Indian Village and Interpretative Centre - $100, Long Point 
Region Conservation Authority - $100 applied to purchase of Hatchley Swamp 
etlands in Burford Township - $100, Bruce Trail Association to apply to purchase 
of Vaughan Property on the Escarpment at Terra Cotta - $2,500. The total of 
these expenditures is $ 110 , 220 . 

This is where YOU - the Members - come in.' There are many ongoing projects 
m the Club to which you can contribute and to which time is being devoted. 

They are: ORNITHOLOGICAL PROJECTS; LEADERSHIP OF OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES; MAINTEN¬ 
ANCE OF CLUB-OWNED PROPERTIES (WORKSHOPS); SPECIAL COMMITTEE WRITING BRIEFS re 
CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS; SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES FOR THE WOOD DUCK 
MAGAZINE and ASSISTANCE IN ITS PRODUCTION AND MAILING (a monumental job for 
nine months of the year); SOMEONE TO BE IN CHARGE OF OBTAINING GREETERS FOR 
THE DOOR AT EACH GENERAL MEETING (list of possibilities supplied with you to 
contact); SUGGESTIONS to the FIELD EVENTS DIRECTOR re CLUB OUTINGS; SLIDES FOR 
THE GROUP SHOW SCREEN AT EACH MEETING; ASSISTANCE IN PLANNING, TRANSPORT, 
ARRANGEMENT AND MANNING OF THE CLUB'S BEAUTIFUL NEW DISPLAY MATERIAL; etc. , etc. 
Won't you, as a Member, approach us and say: "I WOULD LIKE TO HELP IN WHATEVER 
WAY I CAN". WE NEED YOU ! 

Is there a copy of the recently-issued club booklet covering the "Biotic 
Contents of Spooky Hollow Sanctuary and Short Hills Wilderness Area Nature 
Reserves owned by Hamilton Naturalists' Club" in your possession? Five hundred 
copies were ordered and to date there are over 300 left to store where they serve 
no real purpose. They are $4 per copy and all money is being returned to the 
Sanctuary Fund. 


I have written at considerable length and yet there is much left unsaid but 

this writing may provide the answer as to "why the Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

exists and what it does V „ . „ . 

Marion S. Shivas, 

Past President and Sanctuary Director. 


*****************•*****«){******#* 


Re Sanctuary Property Taxes - I was recently asked if the Club got relief on the 
annual taxes on these properties. Yes, we have done so to date since 1976. 

This is courtesy of the Provincial Government and rebate on the 19^2 taxes paid 
is currently in the hands of the authorities. The amounts received by us are 
based on the forested land (forest preserves not disturbed by agriculture) and 
the monies received amount to slightly over 46.5$ of the annual taxes. This 

money is deposited in the Sanctuary Fund. 

V Sanctuary Director. 

****** X XXX X -X X X X XX XXX X X X X X X X X X XXXX 

I have also been asked of late if our Club Properties contain Flowering Dogwood. 
Indeed they do.' Short Hills perhaps contains a bit more than Spooky Hollow, 
and viewing dates could be earlier this season - from the second week in May if 
the weather is very warm. 

Sanctuary Director. 
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HAMILTON RE GIO N CONSERVATION AUTHORITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sxiarop Singers Hike 

The Hamilton Region Conservation Authority presents the natural songs of the 
"Swamp Singers", a lively group of amphibians who noisily celebrate spring. 

You'll hear frog and toad choirs croak out some old favourites that could very 
well be "come on over to my pad, baby" or "you ain't northing but a tadpole". 

This exciting evening hike takes place on Sunday, April 17th from 7:30 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m. at the Dundas Valley Trail Centre, 3.2 km west of Dundas on Highway 
#99(Governor's Road). With the leadership of the Authority naturalist, the 
amphibian world will be explored using tape recordings and an interpretive hike. 
Bring along your whole family. Bring your hotdogs and marshmallows for a cook- 
out after the hike. Who knows you might even run across the Swamp Singers 
buddies - "The Beatles" or stand at the bottom of a hill and see "The Rolling 
Stones". 

Forest Mythology Hike 

Are leprechauns, elves and trolls a figment of your imagination or do they 
really exist? Find out how the legends of the wee people grew on Sunday, 

April 24th from 1;00 to 3:00 p.m. when the Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority presents a Forest Mythology Hike. You'|l also hear wood lore and North 
American Indian stories while treking through the forest with a skilled story 
teller. 

See you at the Dundas Valley Trail Centre, 3.2 km west of Dundas off Governor's 
Road. A nominal fee will be charged. 

Quick out of the corner of your eye, what do you see? Is it a little gnome 
hiding behind a tree? 

Exotic Animals & Man 

How would you feel is you were trapped in a lion's den? 

"Probably about the same way a wild animal feels in your livingroomi" 
Discover what moral issues and legal responsibilities are at stake when you try 
to tame a wild animal. The Hamilton Region Conservation Authority presents 
"Exotic Animals and Man", a presentation by Bill Valliere, the founder of the 
Endangered Animal Sanctuary on Sunday, April 10th from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
at the Dundas Valley Trail Centre, 

See some of Bill's friends, possibly an ocelot, skunk and 15' python. A Slide 
show will be shown inside the Trail Centre and Bill will be happy to answer 
all of your questions. 

Dont miss this excellent presentation on exotic animals at the Dundas Valley 
Trail Centre, 3.2 km west of Dundas off Highway #99(Governor's Road). 

For additional information, please call the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority - 525-2101 

**********^V(V*yr**VoVVrtV 


AN INSTANCE OF KILLER WHALES FEED ING O N DUCKS 

While watching a half-dozen killer whales that were travelling along our 
rocky shoreline, at Triple Island, British Columbia, in January 1946, my wife 
and I noted that they were feeding on ducks, mostly white-winged scoters,which 
they successfully chased and caught. 

A whale would spot a duck and start after it, the duck taking flight when 
it saw the large dorffal fin approaching. The ducks were unable to gain altitude 
quickly enough and were snapped up while they were flying, their wings still 
pattering on the water as they tried to escape. Approximately a dozen ducks 
were taken in this manner in a very short time, after which the others took off. 
The whales left soon afterward, probably in search of more ducks. We noted that 
it was necessary for the whales to turn on their backs in order to seize the 
ducks. - Gordon C. Odium, Triple Island Lightstation,Prince Rupert, B.C. 

(Reprinted from The Canadian Field Naturalist - Jan. Feb. 1940) 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTERS HAVE A FIELD DAY 

' by Chris Risley 

The 22nd annual Long Point Christmas Bird Count was held on 18 December 
1982 and by all accounts was a huge success. Owing to extremely mild pre¬ 
count weather, good viewing conditions on the day of the count and a horde 
of 50 keen birders, the Long Point circle produced a remarkable 107 species. 

This is the second highest species total ever recorded for the count. It 
was surpassed only on 15 December 1973 when 112 species were observed. 

The 50 participants split up into 21 parties and secured the upland 
forest and field, creekbottoms, lakeshore, marsh and beach habitats that 
make the-Long Point count circle ae productive. The parties walked a total 
of 198 km, and drove a total of 330 km. within a ten and a half period of 
intense birding. Rivalry between parties was keen as each attempted to out- 
see the other. This year's top party was Alan Wormington and Mark Jennings 
who were able to see 61 species in the day. 

Conditions for viewing favoured the viex^ers. The marshes and lakeshores 
were only partially frozen and there was no snow on the ground. The wild 
food crop was good, especially on Poison Sumac as observed by Bill Crins 1 p ;|1 L y» 
It was the weather however that provided the viewers with the opportunity to 
excel. In the period before the count, the weather was unseasonably mild. 

Snow when it fell, never lasted more than a day or so on the ground before 
it melted. The strong cold snaps that normally signal winter's arrival, 
failed to appear and many birds stayed at Long Point rather than moving 
south to more hospitable climates. On count day, the morning was cool(-7C) 
but mostly clear. By the afternoon, it had warmed up to+6C and turned over¬ 
cast. 

Under these favourable conditions, the birders had a field day. New 
count highs were recorded for at least five species. These were the Whistling 
Swan, Ruddy Duck, Hooded Merganser, Brown Creeper and Yellow-rumped Warbler. 
Rafts of thousands of Canvasbacks floated on the bayside and lakeside of the 
point. Other interesting sightings included; a Wood Duck observed on Big 
Creek by Ron Ridout and Gerry Whitworth, a Merlin seen in the Port Royal area by 
Chauncey and Sarah Wood, a Mockingbird found near Normandale by Lynne Brad- 
street's party and a Palm Warbler noted on a ravine by Bill Crins' party. 

Two new species were added to the all time count list; an immature jaeger 
seen patrolling the beach at Hastings Drive by Dave Copeland and Barry 
Cherriere, and a pair of House Finches found in a small valley east of Port 
Rowan by Alan Wormington and Mark Jennings. 

I would like to/thank the Long Point Company and The Turkey Point 
Company for permission to visit parts of their landholdings during the count. 
Thanks also go to Anne Lambert for taking care o,f count day arrangements and 
the staff of the Long Point Bird Observatory for hosting the dinner and tally- 
up. New participants are invited to take part in the 1983 count. For more 
information contact me at 151 Ruggles Ave., Richmond Hill,0nt. L4C 1Y3 

Participants 

David Agro, Max Alton, Harry Barrett, Bob Bateman, Lynne and Michael 
Bradstreet, Lois Brown, Jerry Chappie, Barry Cherriere, Michael Clark, John 
Cooper, Bob and Dave Copeland, Bill Crins, Bob Curry, Jim Dowall, Bruce 
Duncan, Gerry and Scott Duncan, Verne Evans, Ron Fleming, Mike Gillespie, 

Joyce Gould, Jim Heslop, David Hussell, Mark Jennings, Barry Jones, Anne 
Lambert, Kathie Lambert, Tony Mason, Kevin McLaughlin, Anne Nash, Mike Oldham, 
Kathy Pickard, George Pond, Ron Ridout, Gail Robinslcy, Joe Rothermund, Tim 
Sabo, Roy Smith, Rick Snider, Bob Stamp, George Tuck, Chip and Linda Weseloh, 
Gerry Whitworth, Dave Wilson, Chauncey and Sarah Wood, Alan Wormington, 

(Long Point Bird Observatory; Chris Risley-compiler - 151 Ruggles Ave., 

Richmond Hill, Ontario L4C 1Y3) 

A complete list of species and numbers observed follows - 



132 


Christmas Bird Counters have a Field Day (continued) 

Long Point Christmas Bird Count 1982-Species Totals 


Common Loon 

1 

Merlin 

1 

Mockingbird 

1 

Horned Grebe 

1 

American Kestrel 

15 

Brown Thrasher 

1 

Pied-billed Grebe 

1 

Ruffed Grouse 

42 

AmericanRobin 

30 

Great Blue Heron 

25 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

1 

Golden-cr.Kinglet 

191 

Mute Swan 

8 

Virginia Rail 

1 

Ruby-cr.Kinglet 

9 

Whistling Swan 

791 

American Coot 

21 

Cedar Waxwing 

199 

Canada Goose 

2881 

Common Snipe 

2 

Northern Shrike 

2 

Smrw Goose (blue form) 1 

Jaeger, sp. 

1 

Starling 

278 

Mallard 

741 

Great Black-bk.Gull 

64 

Yellow-rumped Warbler60 

Black Duck 

158 

Herring Gull 

611 

Palm Warbler 

1 

Gadwall 

3 

Ring-billed Gull 

661 

Common Yellowthroat 

7 

Pintail 

3 

Bonaparte's Gull 

115 

House Sparrow 

921 

American Wigeon 

25 

Little Gull 

9 

Eastern Meadowlark 

13 

Northern Shoveler 

1 

Rock Dove 

244 

Red-wgd.Blackbird 

240 

Wood Duck 

1 

Mourning Dove 

40 

Rusty Blackbird 

10 

Redhead 

2674 

E.Screech Owl 

2 

Brewer's Blackhird 

1 

Ring-necked Duck 

3 

Great Horned Owl 

20 

Common Crackle 

179 

Canvasback 

8287 

Snowy Owl 

1 

Bron-hd.Cowbird 

186 

Greater Scaup 

126 

Long-eared Owl 

2 

Cardinal 

122 

Lesser Scaup 

55 

Belted Kingfisher 

3 

Evening Grosbeak 

49 

scaup, sp. 

39 

Com. (Y.-sh.)Fliclcer 

13 

Purple Finch 

112 

Common Goldeneye 

158 

Pileated Woodpecker 

4 

House Finch 

2 

Bufflehead 

18 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

1 

Common Redpoll 

1 

White-winged Scoter 

1 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

2 

Pine Siskin 

3 

Ruddy Duck 

22 

Yellow-bid. Sapsucker 

1 

American Goldfinch 

2.60 

Hodded Merganser 

50 

Hairy Woodpecker 

32 

Red Crossbill 

2 

Common Merganser 

92 

Downy Woodpecker 

108 

Rufous-sd.Towhee 

2 

Red-br.Merganser 

6 

Horned Lark 

8 

Dark-ed.(S-c.)Junco 

4-59 

Goshawk 

1 

Blue Jay 

202 

Tree Sparrow 

831 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

2 

Common Crow 

53 

Field Sparrow 

11 

Cooper's Hawk 

2 

Black-cap.Chickadee 

491 

White-cr.Sparrow 

2 

Red-tailed Hawk 

41 

White-br. Nuthatch 

35 

White-thr.Sparrow 

52 

Red-shouldered Hawk 

1 

Red-br.Nuthatch 

12 

Swamp Sparrow 

215 

Rough-legged Hawk 

1 

Brown Creeper 

50 

Song Sparrow 

148 

Bald Eagle 

la 

Winter Wren 

17 

Lapland Longspur 

1 

Marsh Hawk 

6 

Long-bd. Marsh Wren 

9 

Snow Bunting 

30 


Totals,; 107 species - 23.752 individuals 


* * * * !(-k * * * * * * ** *** & * 

TOP BIRD SPOTT ER - TAKE A PE EP AT A CHAMP 

by Steve Payne 

Gall Norman Chesterfield a birdbrain and he'll be flattered. The mink 
farmer from Wheatley is the No. 1 birdman in the world. He's in the Guinness 
Book of World Records for spotting more species than apyone else-fl,556 of the 
8,733 known. To do it, he's travelled to more than 120 countries since 1943. 

Chesterfield has tramped through dense jungle and rain forest,climbed 
mountains, survived earthquakes, been shot at and come face to face with 
rhinos and elephants. Next month, Chesterfield, 69, who's been raising mink 
since 1945, is off again - to the Philippines and Borneo, which have more than 
100 birds exclusive to the area. "There's one prestige bird there I parti¬ 
cularly want to see, the Philippine Eagle-there s less than 100 of them in 
existence," says Chesterfield. 

1-Ie'll probably have to climb a mountain to see it, but that's not as bad 
as his trip in Liberia, in search of the Yellowheaded Roclcfowl. He trekked 
through 6 miles of dense jungle, waded a river, then climbed a mountain to get 
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FOREST AND THE TREES 

Canada's forests are starting to run out." That is the way The Globe 
and Mail s Michael Keating began a series ofi Canadian Forestry, The industry 
is Canada's biggest employer after governments. It directly and indirectly • 
provides one in ten of Canada's jobs, and last year produced $23 billion in 
goods and paid $3 billion in taxes. 

Problems were recognized in 1884, in 1899, in 1922, in 1929. In 1947 
a royal commission said "waste is a reproach to all concerned and must be 
eliminated in any rational development of the forests." Waste has not been 
eliminated. Up to one half of each tree that is cut is not used. Refores¬ 
tation does not replace the trees that are taken. Canada's forest companies 
eut about 8,000 square kilometres a year, re-plant about one-quarter, see 
2-3,000 kilometres more or less restore themselves, and watch 3-4,000 kilo¬ 
metres lie barren or produce scrub and unusable trees. Provincial and federal 
governments have watched with the industry while the forests were eaten away, 
and by and large have let it happen, until now the industry and the jobs are 
in imminent danger. 

The provinces, the big owners of the forest land, dabbled in foieaLiy, 
set requirements they did not enforee, let the industry promise one thing ’’ml 
do another, Ontario has been in and out of reforestation three times in this 
century. The Federal Government, which has its own responsibility, waxed 
and waned in concern. During the 1970s, when the warnings were beginning to 
come loud and clear, Ottawa downgraded its forestry service, got rid of nearly 
half its staff. Its interest has now revived. The rees have already been 
cut so far back from many mills that it has become too expensive-with diesel 
fuel rising incost from five cents a gallon to $1.80 - to truck logs to the 
mill. In British Columbia they have chartered helicopters to lift prime 
trees off mountain sides. Most of the big trees are gone anyway. Their 
numbers were always vastly over-estimated. There is still no guarantee of 
reforestation. The technology to get more use out of trees cut is either 
not there (too little has been spent by the industry on technology) or 
ignored. 

The politicians, both federal and provincial, now again promise well. 

So does the industry, when it is not howling for help. Federal officials 
predict a revolution which will see 10-20,000 jobs cut in the closing of 
inefficient operations, and 20-25,000 jobs created in forest regeneration. 
Maybe. In the meantime, Canadians have one fact. Hard as the recession has 
been on the forestry industry and workers, it has given the forests a break. 

The demand for tree products has fallen; 360 million has been put into federal 
provincial reforestation employment programs. Cold comfort. 

Reprinted from Toronto Field Naturalist, March/‘83 as condensed from The Globe 

and Mail Editorial, December 31/82. 

Top Bir d Spotter - Take a Pe ep at a Champ (Continued) 

a look at the bird inside a cave. On another African adventure, he broke 
several ribs falling on a mountain in The Cameroon. 

"I've had some experiences, I must say. I was shot at during a local 
revolution in Mexico and came across some primitive tribes in Guinea, but 
I did not penetrate far enough to trouble the headhunters," says Chesterfield 

\tfho will be 70 in March. "The most frightening experience, though, was in Lima 
Peru, when an earthquake struck," he says. 

Chesterfield, who also holds the record for most Canadian bird species 
spotted-479~goes on most of the trips x^ith other birdwatchers. The Philip¬ 
pines trek is organized by a Miami doctor and birdwatcher. "I would not say 
I'M pbsessed x^ith birding-two or three trips abroad yearly is average-I just 
have a strong urge, for it. 

. "Some people play .golf; I go birding. It's something I took to after 
seeing my first bird - a house sparrow in Wheatley," 

(Reprinted from the Sunday Sun, February 6,1983) 
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' AS DDT FADES , EAGLES RECOVER PUT FACE NEW THREATS 

by Robert C. Cowen 

Research continues to show that the reproduction rate of bald eagles is 
recovering after the US ban on DDT a decade ago. However, the latest stiudy r 
reported also warns that reproduction is not synonymous with survival. It 
still is too early for more than restrained cheering. 

Last March, the Department of the Interior reported that anumber of DDT- 
endangered bird species, including the bald eagle, appeared to be recovering. 

The National Wildlife Federation reported that its annual winter eagle census 
showed a substantial increase in the number of bald eagles counted since the 
1960s. 

Now James W. Grier of North Dakota State University says a 16 year study 
of eagles that breed in northwestern Ontario shows a breeding recovery that he 
calls "highly significant" and "striking". Yet he also finds it "puzzling." 

He points out in a research paper in Science that the main pesticide 
culprit has been the chemical DDE, which forms from DDT in the environment. 

DDE is highly persistent. Once eagles have ingested it when eating contaminated 
fish or other prey, it should persist for a long time and continue to show up 
in eggs. Yet his data show it is rapidly disappearing from the breeding popu¬ 
lation he studies. 

He speculates that there may be a higher turnover among breeding birds 
than has been realized, with young, relatively uncontaminated femals replacing 
older birds. This could indicate trouble. 

He explains.Reproduction is only one dimension of eagle population 
dynamics...Changes in survival rates, in fact, may be enen more imprtant..,If 
a high turnover among breeding birds is responsible for flushing DDE contami¬ 
nation out of the population, it also may signal lower survival rates than 
expected." 

Grier's research differs from the bird counts of the National Wildlife 
Federationor the general population data gathering of the interior Department. 

He has been studying, in detail, the reproduction of eagles in a specific 
breeding range in northwestern Ontario. These eagles migrate to the United 
States during the winter. It is there that they pick up pesticide residues 
while feeding. Their Ontario breeding ground has little contamination. 

Grier notes that DDE is not the eagles' only poison problem. PCDs(poly¬ 
chlorinated biphenyls) remain a continuing threat, as do residues of dieldrin, 
another panned pesticide. This reinforces warnings of some environmentalists 
at the time of the Interior Department announcement. They noted, among other 
things, that new poison threats could arise as in the case of Compoun 1000, which 
is used on coyote bait. President Reagan lifted the ban on this poison, which 
also kills eagles feeding on the bait. 

Grier points out that, while research on reproduction is important, there 
are virtually no good data on bald eagles survival rates. Bird counts are help¬ 
ful, but of limited scientific value. What is needed is the kind of detailed 
research into eagle survival that Grier has provided on reproduction. 

J 

(Reprinted from The Christian ScieiTce Monitor - Dec. 30/82) ' L 
i< * it * * * * * * * ****** v'fVf * ** 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mr.& Mrs. Hester, R.R. #2, Caledonia, Ontario N0A 1A0 
Mr. & Mrs, Doering, 428 Mountain Brow, Hamilton LOT 1A7 
Mr. & Mrs. Embury, 96 Paisley Ave.,N., Hamilton L8S 4H3 
Mr. & Mrs. J.D. Sloane, 170 Taylor Rd., Ancaster L9G 1P1 
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UNUSUAL BEHAVIOUR lM BIRDS 

vr, . ,. , , . . By Gecrge In. N crth 

. W birds act ln a predictable way, according to species. Each cc- 
3 particular habitat; eahh walks cr runs or flies in a characteristic 

Yef%rr & Songs ; e?ch obtains its food in a certain way. 

Yet sometimes a bird behaves in a way we do not expect. 

o • . . In 1933 1 tau S ht nature study at the H amiltcn Y.M.C.A. Camp Erie :-j 

lv alcn^ the r ,hrr ^ ths t time Badd Eagles were still nesting cemmon- 

y along the shores of Lake Erie, before the advent cr DDT. I have watched 

hot 6 ™ g ° n ° utstretched ^gs circle higher and higher on a 

eisapSr ThiT^t' 1 hec ™ e J ust a s P eck the blue sky overhead, and then 
mv imi V Thls actl0n 18 whab °ne expects of an eagle. But one day I had 
f ^Inscope set up atop the veiy high bank of Lake Erie when 

an adult R lfu f f r ^ 1'° th<3 water * To m y great surprise I saw that it was 

Shi™ ^ B It Ea§le floatln S hi ^ cn the waves like a gull. The east wind 
T mtl h E, + ^ v,aves sc _that it sometimes disappeared momentarily in the trough. 

rem the 6 water like°a e g ™ teS Until ^ f±nally r ° Se up easily and gleefully 

, o . For. some fifty years a small colony of Black-crowned Night H erens 

. • 6 111 vard ‘-' us woe diets in the east end of Hamilton, ln the early thir- 

i h8 ? n r ! d / n , the WCGds by the °- N - R - east ..f Nash Road. Night H erons 
M , y ea a dusk or a t night by standing in shallow water at the edge of 
5 ?ph heS R Bhcs P bo fescent feathers on the breast are said to attract fan&H 
, ' , y ugus he y ung herons in che nests were growing large and ohe pa¬ 
rents began to feed in the afternoon in a different way. The alewife is an 

ocean fish that thrives in the cold water of Lake Ontario.. But it cannot stand 
SAduen changes m water temperature, and cn so.me hot summer days thousands 
ae c an float on the surface <~f the lake. I have watched Night Herons 
ly out a half mile or so over the lake and then alight on the water like a 
gull. They would peck at a dead alewife and then fly back to the heronry. 

Many marsh birds seem shy and secretive by day. One may seldom see a 

Uallmule or moorhen mere than a few yards from a bed • f cattails. Yet they 

may ac 1 , ferently by night. Many a time in the eld days before the engineers 

be touted and destroyed aur beautiful marsho:s I used to. wake up in the middle 

, e ni ° a Warier 1 s Beach and listen tc- the s^ngs of the Marsh Wrens 

e r 9 cad -f s c f fbe Virginia Rails and Gallinules. Indeed, on at least 

% C9U P be calm,_warn moonlit summer nights I have heard the distinctive calls 
a 1 3 u " s coming from far cut over the lake. I had the impression they 
were flying about. On more than one occasion I have picked up dead G.allinules 
irem under the high tension wires along the Beech strip. 

, . . The swi , ft little Merlin is an expert at capturing small birds. I have 

patched one pick a B-m Swallow.out of mid-air. It will oft-n put up tc f], • 
.tlight a fleck o f shorebirds, pick cut an individual and come down cn it from 
above, breaking its back with one blow. I once saw a Lesser Y ellcwl^gs foil 
a ii^ilin. The Yell<_wings aid net fly when the Merlin came over. It just stood 
stock still in the shallow w-ter by Prince's Point, cocked its head tc one 
side and gazed up at the Merlin as it hovered like a Kestrel ab-ve it. The 
Merlin eventually gave up and flew off. 

It may surprise many L. know that surface-feeding ducks can dive, 
n cold winter days when the shallow waters are frozen I have o.ftcn watched 
Mallards, Black Ducks and Pintails diving in uhe swift waters above Ni- gara 
Falls, just like diving ducks. 
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A BIRD"S EYE VIEW IN AUST R ALIA(#4) 

by Timothy Story 

Flocks of red-necked avocets,(Decurvirostra nova~hollandia)numbering 15 to 
30 birds, became more frequent at the Pelican Point Bird Sanctuary as spring 
progressed into summer. By observing the avocets for three hours on November 
13,1900 I collected a fair amount of data. The avocets were formed into a 
motionless flock appearing somewhat circular in its shape, but with my pre¬ 
sence know, the avocets immediately turned to feeding. Feeding in a formation 
consisting of four abreast and each bird following another around the contours 
of the small pond. The avocets tended to stay together. (Although on other 
sightings they have been spread equally over the pond.) 

Avocets are quick and consistent feeders, sweeping their long upcurved bill 
left to right, appearing to dash at their food(acquatic insects,small animals 
and plant matter.) Probably due to the bills sweeping motion stirring up the 
food embedded in the mud. A lot of jering neck movement was used to transfer 
the rood from their long slender bill to the mouth for swallowing. 

Two individual red-necked avocets stayed very close together and wandered away 
from the flock. They ate in rhythm, with heads bobbing up and dovrn simultaneously 
Ihe avocets fed for forty-three minutes then gathered into a stationary flock 
once again. Stretching of the wings horizontally was regular and the avocets 
were forever grooming their feathers, especially the red-neck feathers. When 
the stretching and grooming halted, the avocets squatted motionless only milli¬ 
metres above the waters surface and remained there for the evening. 

****************•&**** 

R.B.G.'S NATURE INTERPRETIVE CENTRE PROGRAM 

"The staff of R.B.G.'s Nature Interpretive Centre would like to express their 
thanks to the members of the Hamilton Naturalists Club who have responded to 
our request for nature magazines, calendars and photographic slides. The res¬ 
ponse has been good, and we truly appreciate the support. We'll gladly welcome 
more on an ongoing basis; please keep us in mind. 

We also extend an invitation to all HNC members to drop by the Centre any day 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., or to take part in one of our Sunday afternoon 
interpretive programmes. These are generally offered each Sunday at 2 p.m., 
through some variations do occur. Our spring programme is as follows; 

Sun. April 10; EARLY SIGNS OF SPRING, with Denis Pearson. Bring binoculars. 

^at. April 16; SOUND OF SIRING, withBarb McKean. Bring a flashlight for this 

listening hike, at 7;30 p.m. 

Sun. April 24; INSECTS, with Peter Rice 
Sun May 1; EARLY BIRDS, with Jim Pringle 
Sun. May 8; TREE FLOWERS, with Charles Holetich 
Sun. May 15; SPRING WILDFLOWERS, with Barb McKean 

Activities offered free of charge; for further information call 527-7962. 

MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING MONTHLY GENERAL M EE TING 

Date and Time; MONDAY. APR IL 11 . 198.3. at 8:00 p.m. 

Place: Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium 

680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 

Program: "The Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas" 

. Presented by Mike Cadman 


VISITORS WELCOME 


STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP & REFRESHMENTS 
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CONE APPEALS FOR HELP ON BEHALF O F NIAGARA ESCARPMENT 

The long-awaited report on the Niagara Escarpment Plan, result of 2 years of 
hearings, has been released. Its recommendations are worse than disappointing; 
in fact, the Hearing Officers have virtually destroyed the plan. Their recom¬ 
mendations include: 

new lots and new houses in the most sensitive areas in the Escarpment; 
rural subdivisions, including condominiums, in the "protected 1 ' areas; 
unlimited expansion for minor urban areas even into the most unspoiled escarp¬ 
ment land; 

looser severance policies, gravel extraction and condominiums in agricultural 
areas; 

implementation of the plan by local municipal zoning by-laws, without any 
continuing provincial overseeing role, despite the Hearing Officers’ refusal 
to hear evidence on implementation of the Plan; 

approval of development in the three major individual controversies, the 
Speyside Quarry, the Fonthill Kame Gravel Pit (Steed and Evans),and the 
Epping Commons condominium development in the Beaver Valley, despite sustained 
local opposition and expert testimony; 

removal of Jordan Harbour and many of the rural areas in Grimsby from the 
plan 

deletion of all the "rural area in Mono and Mulraur Townships, and downgrading 
of "protection" areas to rural, even where local landowners had appeared in 
support of the plan. 

refusal to accept any recommendations to strengthen the plan from municipal¬ 
ities such as Halton and Burlington, or to allow municipalities to pass more 
restrictive zoning; 

failure to even note expert evidence entered in opposition to developments 
such as Epping Commons; 

no specific recommendations on the proposed parks system, except to recommend 
that the normal provincial policies not apply. 

We believe that this report not only fails to follow the principles of sound 
environmental planning enshrined in the Niagara Escarpment Planning and Develop¬ 
ment Act; it also fails to honour the desires of the majority of Escarpment 
landowners. Its damaging effects can be countered, but to do so we must per¬ 
suade the Niagara Escarpment Commission and the provincial government that a 
broad range of Ontarians want the Escarpment pEeserved. 

We urgently request that you take the time to: 

1) Write to Mr. Ivor McMullin,Chairman, Niagara Escarpment Commission, 232 Guelph 
Street, Georgetown,Ontario L7G 4B1, urging the Commission to fight against 
these recommendations; 

2) Write to the Honourable Lome Henderson, Provincial Secretary for Resources 
Development, Queen's Park, Toronto, voicing your support for strong Escarp¬ 
ment policies, and pointing out the weaknesses of the Hearing Officers' 

Report; 

3) Find out more about the recommendations specific to your area of concern, 
either by contacting us or one of the information sources listed with this 
letter. 

The Escarpment is too valuable a natural treasure to be sacrificed by a review 
that is short-sighted and biased towards development at any cost. We need your 
vocal support to once again demonstrate that we care about its future 

Eurther information available from the Niagara Escarpment Commission office in 
your area. 

Addresses 1) 232 Guelph St.,Georgetown,Ontario L7G 4B1 (416) 877-5191 

2) 166 Main StreetW.,Grimsby,Ontario L3M 1S3 (416) 945-9235 

3) 11-13 Marsh St., P.0. Box 9,Clarksburg,Ont. NOH 1J0 (519)599-3340 
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NEW ZEALANDERS PLAY CUCKOO TO THE LAS T TEN BLACK RODINS ON EARTH 

by Ted Reynolds, Auckland, N.Z. 

Per Capita, the Chatham Island black robins receive quite a bit of attention. 
Only 10 of the creatures remain-making them one of the rarest birds in the world- 
and attempts to bring them back from the brink of extinction have required a 
great deal of human ingenuity. 

Since 1980, the New Zealand Wildlife Service has relocated the birds once, 
found two different sets of foster parents for their eggs, and hauled shrubbery 
1,000 miles so the birds could live in a familiar bush. The trouble with non- 
migratory birds in New Zealand, such as black robins, is that until Europeans 
introduced predators, life was too easy. 

Other birds accustomed to a predatory environment breed with haste and 
produce big clutches. The black robin, however, ignorant of cats and weasels 
until 150 years ago, continues to breed at a plod. 

Until 1980, the robins shared Little Mangere Island at the southern end 
of the Chatham Islands group with a seabird known as the muttonbird. Muttonbii'ds 
nest in burrows and their young have the misfortune to be considered a delicacy. 
Poachers slashed down local shrubs, the akealce, to get at muttonbird burrows. 

For the robins this spelled disaster; the akealce provides the environment 
robins demand. By 1980, the robins had dwindled to seven. 

Enter Don Merton, the Wildlife Officer overseeing New Zealand's endangered 
birds. He arranged to have 120,000 akeake seedlings flown from 1,000 miles 
north of New Zealand to the Chathams. The seedlings and the last seven robins 
were landed through the surf on a new island which had been picked as a better 
home for the robins. That winter two died, leaving only two breeding pairs and 
one celibate hen. 

Then the resourceful Mr. Merton tried to force the robins to breed faster. 

He stole the eggs from their nests during the 1980 season and switched them to 
Chatham Islands warbler nests. ' 

The robin hens each laid more eggs to make up for the loss, and the 
warblers raised no objection to having Merton play cuckoo with them. But 
warblers were not ideal foster parents. Their own chicks' nurturing time is 
briefer than for robins, and the warblers did not nurse their robin nestlings 
thrbugh to maturity. 

The next best prospect as foster parents was the Chatham tomtit. The tomtit 
lived on yet another island, on the edge of the sub-Antar<fctic storm belt. There 
the Wildlife Service took the robin eggs, and the tomtits proved ideal. 

(Reprinted from The Christian Science Monitor - February 23, 1983) 
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LAST CHAPTER IN RACCOON DOG STORY 

OTTAWA -- Federal Environment Minister John Roberts recently released the final 
payment to Supi Farms Ltd, after being assured that the farm's entire commercial 
stock of raccoon dogs had been killed and pelted under an agreement signed last 
September. 

"The final payment of $37,000 brings to an end a story that began in September 
1980, when 140 of the animals were imported as breeding stock for this Ontario 
fur farm operation. Through the co-operation of the owners and the Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food we have removed a potentially serious threat 
to wildlife, while compensating the farm owners for their financial loss,"Mr. 
Roberts said. If it escapes from captivity, the animal will not only compete 
with native wildlife, like fox and raccoon, but could well cause the extinction 
of some species and become a serious agricultural pest. 

(Reprinted from Release from Minister, Environment Canada, January 19,1983) 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to March 17, 1983 

* - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 
N2E - indicates a nest with 2 eggs 


:j.26 


Pie d-billed Grebe Feb. 23 1 La Salle Park Bill Campbell 

March 13 1 Bronte Marsh Ian Richards 

Horned Grebe March 6 1 Lake at Guelph Line Kevin McLaughlin 

Great Blue Heron March 6 1 Valley Inn McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Green-backed Heron Feb. 20"* 1 Puslinch Margaret Brewer 

whistling Swan Mar.4*,5 18; 32 N. Shore; Dundas M. Powells; McLaughlin 

March 14 220 Cayuga area Bruce Duncan 

March 14 7; 24 Peters Cors; Copetown Bill & Pa.t Campbell 

March 15 36; 45 Bronte; Dundas Marsh Jennings; Finlayson 

Brant Feb. 28 1 Port Nelson Denys Gardiner 

Wood Duck March 10F 4 Bronte Mark Jennings 

Green-winged Teal Feb. 20 18 Dundas Hydro Station Kevin McLaughlin 

Northern Pintail Mar. 5F;6 13; 27 woodland C.; Grimsby McLaughlin; Curry 

Blue-winged Teal March 17* 7 Dundas Marsh Bob Finlayson 

Baldpate March 5F 4 Dundas Marsh Kevin McLaughlin 

Canvasback March 6* 1 Woodland Cemetery Jennings; Richards 

Redhea d March IF 20 woodland Cemetery Mike Wolfe 

Ring-necked Duck March 6 f 4;4;3Wincna; E. Bay; Dundas Curry; Jennings 

Tufted Duck Feb. 27 1 Windermere Basin McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Surf Scoter Feb. 19"'*' 1 East end of Bay Denys Gardiner 

H coded Merganser March 6 f 3 Dundas Marsh Jennings, Richards 

Common Merganser Feb. 12 1150 East end of Bay Michael Clark 

March 2 1500 North shc.e of Bay Dave & Thelma Powell 

Red-br. Merganser March 8 10 Le.ke at Walker's Line Denys Gardiner 

Ruddy Duck March 9 1 East end < f Bay Denys Gardiner 

Turkey Vulture March 3~ ,<r 1 Grimsby fide George Meyers 

March 13 1 Beamer Cons. Area. Denys Gardiner 

Bald Eagle March 6 f 2 ad. Gibson's Pt. Grimsby Cherriere, Copeland 

March 11 1 sub-,adult Shade's Mills, Cambriflgd., B. Duncan 

Northern Harrier Feb./ 20 1 Hwy. 5 nt Nelson Curry, Evans, Olmsted 

March 13F 1 Beamer Cons. Area Denys Gardiner 

Cooper's H^wk March 1 Beamer Cons. Area, Barry Cherriere 

March 9 1 Beamer Crns. Ar^a Stuart Laughton 

N orth^m Goshawk Feb. 27" ;: " 1 Stoney Creek R. Waldhuber 

Mar. 9;12;14 1; 1; 1 Beamer Cons. Gardiner; Laughton 

fted-whouldered March 6* 1 imm. Taquenyah Cons. Area Bruce Duncan 


H awk March 6 f 2 Beamer Cons. Ar v n. 

Red-tailed H awk Mar. 5;6 41 ; 80 Bea mer Cons. Area 

Rough-legged Hawk Mar. 5; 6 1; 2 Beamer Ocns. Area 

Killdeer Mar. IF, 2, 4 1; 1; 1 Nash Rd; Beach; 

American Woodcock March 9* 5 Upper Horning Rd. 

Bonaparte's Gull March 12 _;: " 1 Dundas Marsh 

Iceland Gull Fob. 20 1 Oakville Harbour 

Kurnlien's Gull March 6 1 ad. Leand r Boat Club 

Glaucous Gull M'-rch 5; 12 5 Dundas Marsh 

Mourning Dove Feb. 28 2NE Bronte 

Feb. 28 N Heado-n Rd. Burlin 0 ten 

E. Screech Owl Feb. 26* 2 Sulphur Springs 

Great Horned Owl Feb. 22 ..n N King 1 s Rd. Burling!' n 


Ch rriere 
Clark; Cherriere 
Clark; Cherriere 
BronteWclfe; Gardiner 
Bob Curry 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Denys Gardiner 
Bob Curry 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Mark Jennings 
Cec & Eileen Ferguson 
Rick Snider et al. 
David McAlpine 
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Vcl. 36, Nu. 8 - Bird Records (ccnt'd) 


1 Caledonia 

1 E. Bay; S. Caledonia 
1 C. C. I.w. Beach Cana1 
1 Catharine & Kg. Wm. 

1 4 mi. S. of Caledcnia 
1 C.C.I.W. Beach Canal 
1 Bronte Woods 
3 Mount Hc.pe 

1 Guelph L. & Cone. 1 

2 Bronte Woods 
1 Greensville 

1 Cone. 5 Wnterdown 

2 Nash Road 

2 Dundas Marsh willows 
2 McMaster; North Shore 
1 Oakville 
1 Westdale Park 


Golden-cr. Kinglet 

■ Feb. 14 

5 Bull 1 s Point 

Ruby-cr. Kinglet 

March 13F 

1 Bull 1 s Lane 

Eastern Bluebird 

March 1* 

1 Winena . 

H emit Thrush 

Feb. 28* 

1 Nash Rc ad 

American Robin 

Feb. 25F 

1 Bronte 


March 2 

17 Stone Church Road 

Varied Thrash 

Feb. 20 

1 Oakville 

N. Mockingbird 

March 12 

2 Stoney Creek 

Water Pipit 

March 16 

1 Bronte H, rb ur 

Northern Shrike 

March 7 

1 R.B.G. Arbcreturn 

Myrtle warbler 

Feb. 3, 14 

1 Bull 1 s Point 

Chipping Sparrow 

March 7* 

1 Pearl St. S. 

Vesper Sparrow 

March 13* 

1 Bronte 

Fox Sparrow 

March 8* 

1 Rosemary L. Ancaster 

Song Sparrow 

Feb. 28F 

14 Nash Road 

White-throated Sp. 

Feb. 14 

4 Bull 1 s Point 

Snow Bunting 

Feb. 14 

3 Bull 1 s Point 

Red-winged 

Feb. 18F 

1 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Blackbird 

Feb. 20 

1 Grassies 


Feb. 22 

12 Br v nte Marsh 

Eastern 

March 1* 

1 Bronte Harbour 

Meadowlark 

March 7 

4 Treeland, Burlington 

Rusty Blackbird 

Feb. 25* 

1 Pearl St. S. 


Mar. 11, 13 1, 

1 Bronte; Caister Cen. 

Bronzed Grackle 

Feb. 10 

1 Treeland, Burlington 


Feb. 23F 

1 Burlingti- n 


Feb. 27 

3 Dundas 

Brown-headed 

Feb. 28F 

8 King's Rd Burlington 

Cowbird 

March 6, 82; 

50 Dundas; Brente 

Baltimore Oriole 

March 20 

1 Four Seasons Dr. 

Purple Finch 

Feb. 11 

6 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 


March 13 

1 R.B.G. Arbc-retum 

House Finch 

March 4 

5 Stoney Creek 


M? rch 4 

2 Oakville 

Evening Grosbeak 

March 7 

2 857 Eagle Drive 


Snowy Owl 

Feb. 

21 


Feb. 

27 1 


March 

1 


March 

8 


March 

11, 14 


March 16 

Long-eared Owl 

March 13 

Short-eared Owl 

Feb. 

20 

Northern Saw- 

Feb. 

20 

whet Owl 

March 13 

Belted Kingfisher 

Feb. 9; 22 

Red-bellied Wdprk 

Ma r. 

19 

Y.-sh. Flicker 

Feb. 

24 

Pile?ted Wdpkr. 

Feb. 

27 

Red-br. Nuthatch 

Feb. 

27 1 

Carolina Wren 

Feb. 

20 

Wint-r Wren 

March 

3 


Ga.ry Ma y 

Paul Foster; Curry 

Many Thompson 

Bill Cuddy 

B. Duncan; Ch. Wood 

Bill Cuttriss 

Ian Richards 

John B. Miles 

Curry, Evans, Olmsted 

Ian Richards 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Norma Lang 

Mike. Wolfe 

McLaughlin, C ram 

Finlayson; Powells 

Gunn; Gardiner 

R. Waldhuber 

Gary May 

J. H . Williams 

George Coker 

Mi^e Wolfe 

Mark Jennings 

Bob Sargeant 

Denys Gardiner 

R. Waldhuber 

Mark Jennings 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Gary May 

Len & Madge Powell 
lan Richards 
Sarah Wood 
Mike Wolfe 
Gary May 
Gary May 
Bruce Duncan 
John B. Miles 
Mark Jennings 
M~rk Jennings 
Adam Harrington 
Madge Powell 
Jennings; Carry 
Adam Harrington 
Mark Jennings 
Michael Clark 
Paul Fc ster 
Clark; Jennings 
Jennifer Richardscn 
Tern & Anne Reid 
Christine Wysmyk 
R. Waldhuber 
Paul Martin 
Laurel North 


Please send ycur bird records by the 10th of the month to George W. North 
857 Eagle Drive, Burlin ton, Ont., L7T 3A3, 'r phone 634-5463 
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JTM BAILLIE MEMORIAL BIRD COUNT - MAY 7. Iq8l 

The Baillie Birdathon is being held this year at Long Point 
on Saturday, May 7. The Hamilton Naturalists' Club official rep¬ 
resentative , .Bob Curry, is also this year's Guest Birder for the 
ong Point Bird Observatory and will be spending the lay trying 
o xind asi many, dilferent species of birds as possible in the 
ong Point area,* One quarter of the money raised' by Bob from 
membeirs: of the Hamilton Naturalists ' Club will be planed in our 
banctuary Fund while the other three-quarters will go to the 
ii.P.B.O. and the Jim Baillie Fund for Bird Research,, 

aaa ^ 1 year ^ the Hamilton Naturalists' Club has raised over 
11)000 on this count and we hope to do as well this time. You 
can help by sponsoring Bob on the Birdathon,using the form below- 
lx, lor example, you pledge 100 for each species of bird that 
ob sees on May 7, and he sees 130 species, then you would donate 
t ^ ^ ~ ¥13.00 to the Birdathon, All donations are tax de- 
u©table and any sponsor giving 50 per species or more is eligible 
co win an original watercolour entitled "Black-and-White Warbler" 
° r m ec ^i^i on pulnt by a noted widlife artist, Frank 

s * a PP re ciate your support of Bob Curry, the HIN.C. 
and ^ the Long Point Bird Observatory*. 

* * * Jf ' * * * * * * * * 4 4 * * *4 * 4 4 44 v)s 4 4 4 4 4 % * 4 * 4 4 * >(4 4 4 4 4:4 4 4- 4 4 4 4 4 4 444444 


Mail to: Birdathon,c/o Hamilton Naturalists' Club, 
P.0. Box 5182, Hamilton,Out, L8S tL3. 


1 WILL SPOSOR BOB CURRY AT THE RATE OF PER 

SPECIES OF BIRD SEEN BY HIM ON THE 1983 BAILLIE 
BIRDATHON. 

NAME 


ADDRESS 


4444444444 4444444444 44444 4444444 444 44+ 44444444+444444 44 4 44 444 


1 



5 • 

*T- 


RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 
TOi P.o. BOX 5182 

HAMILTON, ONTARIO 
L8S 4L3 


Or. & Mrs 

7 Esquire 
HAMILTON 
L9C 2R2 


Dinniwell 


THE WOOD DUCK 


ine W00D DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton 
Naturalists 1 Club and is produced by volunteer members of 
the club. The WOOD DUCK is published nine times yearly from 
September to May and is mailed free to members. Contributions 
tor Publication are welcome and should be addressed to the 
Editor, Marvin Grove, 500 Main at. East, Hamilton, ont, L8N 1 k 7 
Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month 
preceding publication date. Articles may be reorinted 
without permission but credit lines would be appreciated 
Pend Noteworthy Bird Records to Georqe North, 857 m aa l@ nr 
Burlington, Ont. L7T 3A3. " 9 
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